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REVIEWS 



REPLACING LATIN' 

This little book, written by two well-known teachers of secondary 
English, is a genuine contribution. It takes us back to those days when 
"etymology" was a real study in our schools, and we first got our taste 
for that language of the old Romans which has given us more than one- 
half of ova: English vocabulary. Although this text was not written 
primarily to stimulate an interest in Latin or to make one apply his 
knowledge of that subject to an understanding of English while he is 
acquiring the ancient tongue, we believe that these are destined to be 
among not the least of its services. 

It will, however, prove of great value in giving those pupils in the 
upper grades of the elementary school or throughout the high school who 
lack either time or inclination for Latin a much broader and more in- 
cisive idea of the formation and meaning of the words in their vernacular. 
It is possible to "work straight through the book from the beginning in 
leisurely development," or to "fit together lessons from various parts 
of the book which will make a shorter course of study," and in either case 
" the book will be useful for reference throughout the high-school course." 
But, however it is used and whatever the aim, in the hands of a skilful 
teacher this little work is destined to cultivate the will to analyze, under- 
stand, and use English words with force and nicety of distinction. 

The basal ideas seem to have been well carried out. In the first 
place, the text itself is attractive and accurate. It would have defeated 
the purpose completely to have made a book that appeared encyclopedic, 
difficult, or slovenly in arrangement, or that was marred by typographical 
errors. Both publishers and authors have done their work well. More 
direct observances of pedagogical principles are found in the interesting 
methods of approach, the very practical exercises on each topic and the 
carefully collated appendix. A most effective concept is especially 
shown in the device of "Words with Stories." It recalls the intellectual 
impulse we received when "Trench on Words" was first unsealed for us. 

Frank P. Graves 
School of Education 
University of Pennsylvania 
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